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they would be going back to that hell. But this
indictment of war they applauded from the bottom
of their hearts. These men who trounced the
Italians remain pacifists; they are waging war
only to prevent the world war upon which Fascism
is bent; they are giving their lives to save the lives
of the whole generation that comes after them.

That evening I had my meal at the Gran Via
Hotel, where foreigners, journalists, savants, film
stars, and airmen foregather, as well as officers and
men of the International Battalion. For those of
us who come from the front it means re-establishing
contact with the outside world, and getting the
latest news from America, France, and England.
There I met Regler, Hemingway, Franklin, Ivens,
and was proudly made to realise once more that
the leading artists and intellectuals of the day have
come to Madrid at the risk of their lives to attest
their solidarity with our cause. Could Franco
make a similar claim ? What of the writers on the
reactionary side? Has any Hans Heinz Ewers,
Daudet, or Maurras taken service with the so-called
Nationalist forces ?